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A pair of king snakes.
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was our first trip Into the South,

IT nml came after tunny months of
planning by my partner and I; In
fnct wo planned so much that the

vast amount of Information, or misin-
formation, that we received misled and
confused u until we hardly knew Just
when and where to no, and finally
wound up by going at the wrong time.

We arrived nt our destination, about
125 miles south of Jacksonville, on Sun-
day morning, March 8, 1914, and found
the weather unreasonably cold, a chill
northwest wind blowing a stiff breeze,
which was in strange contrast to the
semi-tropic- appearance of the country.

Shortly before noon we met the man
who was to act as our guide, Hob, we
will call him, and he told us that the
wenther was entirely too cold for the
success of our quest, as the snakes,
especially the big diamond backs, would
all be lying under shelter, but he was
willing to try. He suggested that we go
up the St. Johns River In his launch
for about fifty miles to the camp of an
old hunter, as that section of the coun-
try was wild and there would be apt to
be more .nakcs there for the reason
that there was no one to kill them off.

The next morning we started, nfter
some delay, on our trip up the St. Johns
Hlver, Hob's brother and a friend ac-

companying us. The wind had died
down and It was somewhat warmer.

Large numbers of osprcys wheeled
overhead, now and then one would drop
Into the water and on rising shake Itself
and slowly lly nway with a shining,
wriggling llsh In Its claws to some dead
tree where It could enjoy Its meal.
Several cormorants were dozing on a
channel stake, on the banks and In the
(hallow water Mood many great blue
and little blue herons, with an occn-Mon- al

white heron. Snake birds perched
on the trees along the bank. Coots
wnlked over the water hyacinth and
swam In the shallows; great bald eagles
soand majestically overhead or rested
on the trees and scrags In the prairie;
the buzzards were, of course, ever pres-
ent, nnd wild ducks of several varieties
were constantly rising from the nearby
sloughs and ponds, and various specie
of hawks were to be seen hunting over
the prairie, while on every hand the kill-dee- r

plover piped his shrill cry and the
purple grackle and redwing blackbird
added their presence to the multitude
of bird life. Turtles sunned themselves
on the fallen trees, but no alligators were
seen on the trip up the river.

The river was broad here nnd there
nnd for a short distance the banks were
fairly high and covered with palms and
moss covered trees, but for the most
of the way the banks were but a few
Inches above the water level and In
many places It was difficult to tell
whether you were headed ulong the
river channel or running Into a slough
One could see for miles ahead over the
level prairie, dotted with small "hum
mocks" covered with palms, the only
places out of water during the high
water season, when this whole broad ex
panse Is under water.

We passed Jnto I.nke Harney, a larg
shallow lake whose while sandy shores
glistened In the sunlight, and our
launch rolled and tossed in the choppy
sen kicked up by the strong wind which
had a good sweep oerons the lake,

We were about an hour crossing this
Inke, nnd after posting through the nar-
row nnd crooked channel at the other
end entered Puzzle I.nke, a lake only
bocauso It Is wider thnn the general
width of the river, and caused by the
overflow of the surrounding low land,
anil I'uzzle because of the difficulty In
distinguishing the chnnnel from the In-

numerable sloughs.
Just before dusk, when It seemed to

mo that we must be nearly to the liver-glade- s,

the guide pointed to a cabin nt
the edge of the palm forest and said
that It was our destination nnd In a few
mlt'iites we lied the launch up to the
bank and started to walk to It, nhout
a quarter of a mile across the prairie.

As we walked we noticed there were
two houses about fifty feet apart,

by lofty palms' nnd moss cov-

ered oaks. We had expected to walk
straight to the place, but ns we neared
It we saw a wide slough between tis nnd
It, which proved to bo too deep to ford
and too long in walk around, and we
wore met with a loud disapproval from
sev ral hounds on the other side,

In answer to their noisy protests a
woman came out of one of the huusea

nnd we asked her to give us some sup-
per nnd board' us for a few days, to
which she replied that we could have
our supper and she could bunk us ns
long ns we liked, but we would have to
do our own cooking.

In a short while her husband came
In n skiff and ferried us across and
about an hour later we had our tlrst
meal of "grease nnd grits" w'th som
very nice biscuits, corn bread and guava
Jam.

Of the two houes one was a small
frame building with a piazza, used to
sleep and live In. The other one was
to cook nnd eat In; this house was
about ten feet wide and fifteen feet
long. It was merely a frame boarded
over and placed on piers about three
feet from the ground.

About 300 yards from the house on
the edge of an orange nnd grapefruit
grove was a long shack with six rooms.
each about n'ne feet square, nnd fur
nished with a bed, washstand nnd a
chair or two; two of the rooms had
kitchens ntt.ichtd. This shack was built
for the accommodation of sportsmen.

It was quite dark when we had set
tled ourselves In our new quarters, siwe built a roaring fire tinder the palms.
tor tne night was quite cold. The
next morning the weather was much
warmer nnd we were up bright and
early. After breakfast we started to
hunt for the snakes. We had not gone
far before we had several fine speci-
mens of back racer (Xamenls con
strictor). These snakes differ slightly
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Experiences' of Two New York Scientists Hunting Diamond
Backed Rattlers Cotton Mouths in

Palmetto Patches of South
from our Northern rncer In having more-whit- e

mi the chin and lip plates, a
brown nose nnd a brown line running
from the nose over the ye. In com-
paring tlin large number of these snake
which we subsequent caught they do
not appear to attain so large a size
as the Northern phase, nor do they Beem
to be so reudy to lice nt the least alarm,
but when once stnrttd they were not
long In Into the brush, un-
less promptly grabbed.

We had hunted through the tall
switch grass looking for the cotton-mout- h

moccasin (Anclstrodon pisci-
vorous), but It was almost usless, as
the grass was shoulder high nnd thick
and It wns next to Impossible to see u,

snake, and I do not doubt that we
passed by many a one tlfcit day. '

Wc caught several of the Southern
phase of gurter snake (Kutunla s!r-tall-

a beautifully marked snake, dis-
tinctly green body color, the dark
stripes checkered with black squared
like the pattern on n checker board.

In n small pond we captured sev-
eral of the landed water snakes

facciatus). One, a large and
richly marked specimen, was lying
colled under the water, which was
about four inches deep, nnd lying as he
was among the short growth of vege-
tation I nearly stepped on him before
I saw him. On placing the forked stick
over him he wound up It as far ns he
could nnd struck viciously nt every-
thing In reach, but was so. n grasped by
the neck nnd placed Into a bng. These
water snnkes, th.ugh
were by a gleat majority of the peo-
ple we met thought to be very poison-
ous.

Numbers of the American chame-
leons (Anolls cnrollnensls) and ground
lizards (I.ygosonm laterale) were seen
and some line specimens captured.

We hunted each day through the palm
fore-- t and along the edge of the prairie,
turning over the fallen palm tone,
breaking open the hollow palm logs and

Hunting in the saw palmetto.

and the
the

disappearing

prying Into everything In general.
.Many snnkes were uncovered In turning
over the fans: mostly" very young

which very strongly re-

semble the young copperheads (Ancls-
trodon contortrlx) and the pygmy rat-
tlers (Slrtriirus mllarlus). This diminu-
tive rattlesnake would generally be found
colled on the projecting base of a palm
and covered by a palm fan. None that
we caught made nny attempt to escape,
but they were ready to do mischief If
they had the chance. They were so
small, generally from twelve to eighteen
Inches, that their rattling could not be
heard unless held close to the ear.

My partner had n nnrrow escapo from
being bitten by one of them. He had
broken open a hollow log on the Inside
of which were a number of empty shells
of snake eggs probably the klngsnake
or blacksnake and ns he reached to
pick one of them up for closer examina-
tion, he caught sight of a pygmy rattler
colled partly under some pieces of the
rotting core of the log and Jerked his
hand nway Just in time, for the little
snnke struck viciously, narrowly miss-
ing It.

We broke open all the hollow logs.
which we found nnd In doing o found
several very line specimens of the king-sna-

(Ophlbolus getulus). Usually
when we found ono wc would find er

one very close by. These snnkes,
while of a rather quarrelsome disposi-
tion among themselves or with other
snakes, are remarkably gentle with
man, Not one of the several we caught
made nny attempt to bite, nor showed
nny nervousness. When handled they
would usually coll tightly around the
arm, probably to prevent falling, and
then would stnrt slowly on an exploring
expedition. These snakes are powerful
constrictors, feeding principally upon
obnoxious rodents nnd other snake;
they have been known to kill the deadly
dlamondback rattlesnake (Crotolus
ndamanteus), although they have no
preference and will ns readily kill and

devour the jpccles. The
action of the venom of poisonous snnkes
has no bad effect on this snake, ns It
Is entirely Immune to snnke poison. It
may thus be seen that the klngsnake
Is of considerable economic value. It
was not uncommon to 'find these snakes
living around barns or ths edge of or-

ange groves, where they have regular
sunning plnces and nre never disturbed
by the owners of the land. The colora-
tion of these snakes varied consider-
ably: some had light brown saddles, sep-

arated by yellowish bands forked nt the
sides, forming a chnlnllkc pattern; on
others the saddles were dark brown or
black with yellowish white bands, with,
A course, the chalnllko pattern.

Our decaying log which we broke
open contained a fine scarlet klng-
snake (OphlbolUH dollatus cocclneus), Its
body ringed with yellow, black and red,
very closely resembling the poisonous
coral snuke (Klaps fulvlus).

We broke down the hollow 'trunk of a
dead palm, breaking It oft close to the
ground, nnd In the bottom, curled up
asleep, waj a raccoon, apparently undls-turU-

by the tearing down of the roof
over Its head. Wo held one of our snnke
Ugs ovtr the hole at the end of the tree
trunk nnd another over the break at the
base, thn nwoko the coon by a poke
with a stick. It went Into the bag at
the base of the tree and a very lively
time ensuul. The holder of th? bag had
the coon all right, but didn't have time
to decide Just what ho was going to do
with It. Finally after some mamruvrlng
the mouth of the bag was twisted and
tied, but on reaching home the coon
procetded to tear the bag to pieces,
nnd as our guides were quite anxious
to have some fresh meat It was killed
and eaten that Is, It was eatrn by the
rest of our party; the writer, having
onco tasted coon, had no desire to try
nny of this one.

Whllo hunting along the edgo of the
prairie, near a small stream bordered
by a stretch of marshy land on each

mfirffift JsH 1 w1! V 1

A gopher snake.

side, from a great part of which the
tall switch grass had been burned, we
came upon the cave of an alligator,
which Is a burrow under the turf with
a small pool of water at the mouth.
Tho tracks at the entrance told us that
In all prolablllty the tenant- - was nt
home, so the writer squatted at the en-
trance ready to grab the 'gntor's snout
while the guUe used one of our pole
with an Iron spike on the end to Jab
through the turf Into the burrow.
About eight feet back of the entrnnce
he struck the 'gator, which Immed-
iately came out, but did not come to
the top of the pool; It quickly 'backed
Into the ho'e, but another Jab or so
sent It out again, and this time It wan
grabbed by the snout and pulled out.
It was then the writer's turn to have a
few exciting moments, for the 'gator,
whllo only about five feet long, was sur-
prisingly strong nnd twbqed, wrlgged
nnd thrashed with Its tall In u very dis-
concerting manner. Its Jaws were finally
tied shut nnd It was cnrrlcd home. It
would raise Its body clear of the ground
nnd run with con'Uerable speed; In
fact, It was surprisingly quick in a'l Its
movements. Care had to be taken In
approaching it that It did not get an
opportunity to use Its many sharp teeth.

Here In the woods we secured speci-
mens of tho ring necked snnke (Dlado-phl- s

punctntus) tho southern ribbon
snake (lCutaenla sackenl) and llauer's
box turtle (Clstudo baurl).

There were a great many cardinal
birds and mourning doves around our
camp, with nn occasional mocking bird
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and red headed woodpecker. Through the
woods and in the clearings of our land-
lord were a number of coveys of quail.
Outside of these there were not many
birds except, of course, tho herons, plover
nnd ducks on the prairie. There was one
snnke bird which would sit on a dead
limb lying on our side of the slough
from which It would dart into the water
upon being approached and swim to the
other usually with only Its snake-llk- e

bend nnd neck showing above the
water, where It would walk out on the
bank, spread Its wings and stand mo-

tionless in that attitude until dried off.
This bird has a peculiar flight, flying
a short distance with quick beating of
the wings nnd then soaring, with Its
long, slender head and neck stretched
out at full length.

Tho night noises here were of great
variety. Just before dusk the cuttle
would begin to come to the pnlms for
the night and ns the various bands met,
the bulls with muny a fierce battle
would roar, grunt and groan, until it
seemed as though all the bulls In the
win Id were there, each trying to drown
out tho other, nnd they kept It up until
quite dark. The plover plnlntlwly
whistled while trading back nnd forth
from slough to slough; ducks quacked,
herons cloaked and squawked; owls
hooted ; llsh splashed In the slough, and
from the forest came various other
sounds which we couldn't place.

Tho slough In front of our enmp was
alive with llsh and turtles. There were

Iso a number of nlllgntors In It and
ve would occasionally see their iyt't
and nostrils projecting above the Wiuer.

Tho days passed very qu!cUly and
almost before we knew It It w is i'r.il.iy
night nnd our food nboir gone, so on
Saturduy morning we bade our friends
4ooJ-b- y and started back down the river.
mo trip down was uneventful, though
we saw several alligators sunning them-elve- s

on the logs nnd banks. One was ''

n very largo ono nnd It made n mighty
splash as it dived Into the water. We
also saw a largo cottonmouth sunning
useu on ttie bank near the roots of acypress tree, under which Jt escaped be-
fore we could catch It.

We arrived at our starting point nlong
In the afternoon nnd nfter shipping ourspecimens to New York drove to tho
home of our guide on Lake Jesup, 'where
we spent several days, obtaining quite
a number more specimens, Including
several six line race runners (Cnemido-phoru- s

sexllneatus), a chicken snake
(Coluber obsoletus qundrlvlttaius) nnd a
fine gopher or Indigo snako (Spliotes

couperl), which my partner foundlying sunning on the stump of n tin.This snnke made nn attempt to escape,
nor did It offer to bite or show any sign
of III temper when the writer walked up
to It and picked it up. This species is
nnother which Is highly beneficial to
mankind, as it feeds to a large extentupon rodents and Is to be frequently
found living on farms, where it Is look, d
upon ns being very useful nnd is not al-
lowed to bo disturbed.

There were reports of dlamondlu.k
rattlesnakes having been seen in some
of tho palmetto patches, and these we
hunted through without success.

Our guide was by profession a flslu
nnd twice during our stay the b.g

selne was drawn at night; a large num-
ber of fish were caught, including largo
mouth black bass, perch, catfish, llsh

the shad, but which were not
edible, and some huge gars. The fish
which were not edible were thrown up
on tho shore and provided a banquet
for razorbacks, buzzards, herons, eagles
nnd osprey.

Thero was a groaj deal of game to be
found here; plenty of quail, rabbits,
raccoons, wild turkevs. ducks, snlnn and

, doves, some deer and bear, but we did
no hunting for them.

Our stay was pleasant, that Is as
pleasant ns sulphur water and Innumer-
able fleas would permit, the people wo
met were all pleasant and did nil in

. their power to have us enjoy ourselves
and make our trip a success, nnd it was
with regret that I finally had to say
good-b- y to my partner and start for
home. He hnd decided to spend another

, week In a different locality, which, by
the way, ho stretched Into four moro
weeks, during which time tho weather
warmed up a little and he captured
many more specimens, Including muhq
very fine dlamondbacks. and large cot-

tonmouth moccuslns, but then thut'i
his atory.


